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Further Extratts from Sir Brooke Boothby’s Letter to the 
Right Hon. Edmund Burke. 


(Continued from Page 305 and concluded.) 


T is of the eflence of power to encreafe by its own force ; 
wherever the greateft quantum is found, to that all inferior 
quantities will gravitate as to a common centre. For this rea- 
fon Mr, Locke when he gave a form of government to one of the 
colonies in America limited its duration to an hundred yearsi— 
To fabricate eternal machinery either phyfical or moral belongs 
only to the hand of God. Nay fo far has God himfelf conde- 
fcended to the toreanrry ed his creatures that he has already given 
us two difpenfations differing confiderably from each others The 
very regulation of time by which every thing elfe is regulated has 
been found fubje& to error and requiring change. To the 
Julian has fu¢ceeded the Gregorian fyftem, and to that another 
muft fucceed if the world fhould fo long endure. Our poor little 
inftitutions like our watches require to be periodically wound-up 
and frequently repaired, They all contain in their very eflence 
and original concoétion latent principles of deftruction. It is the 
beft office of the colle&tive wifdom of the times to mark the de- 
cay and retard its progrefs, and when the day comes, as come it 
muft fooner or later, that the machine ceafes entirely to anfwer 
the purpofes for which it was conftructed, to direét the formation 
Vor, XVII. 427. 2R of 
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of a new one if poffible on a better principle and of more durable 
materials, , 

In this country thofe who confider the immenfe and growing in. 
fluence of the Crown in addition to powers which had been ql. 
ready deemed fufficient for its fupport, will not I think be 
at alofs to prognofticate te malady which will one day give the 
mortal blow to our boafted conftitution. Corrupt influence js 
its radical difeafe, it will encreafe with our riches, and peace, and 
profperity ; 

The young difeafe that muft fubdue at length , 
Grows with our growth and ftrengthens with our ftrength, 


This polypus in the heart of the conftitution will carry it off by 
a fudden blow full of vigour, and without much warning, The 
conqueft of America by the King’s troops, would moft probabl 
have greatly accelerated this event; as the increafe of India 
gold and Indian influence now bid fair to haften its approach. 

In fuch order of things, action being neither neceflary nor a. 
pedient, | would endeavour to provide for the future, by turning 
the thoughts and attention of men to the paft ; the glorious Re 
volution fhould be perpetually recalled to their remembrance, and 
the immortal] decree of the Convention Parliament continually im 
prefled upon their minds as the great fundamental law of the con 
ftitution. If this is the object of the Revolution Society, and 
I do not know that it is not, I fhould be proud to feemy 
humble name upon its rolls. T'o the Revolution this nation owes 
an hundred years of liberty and profperity, and if we donot “ for- 
get the Lord which brought us forth out of the land of Agypt 
from the houfe of bondage,” it may prolong the bleffing toan 
hundred more. ‘Let usthen “ teach it diligently to our children, 
let us talk of it when we fit in our houfes, and when we walk by 
the way ; when we lic down and when we rife up; let us bindit 
for a fign upon our hands and as a frontlet between our eyes; let 
us write it upon the pofts of our houfe and our gates.” To Kings 
and Minifters too it furnifhed a moft admirable preventative leflon, 
Inftead of endeavouring to prolong their Afiatic dream with {oft 
lullabies to the tune of divine right and paffive obedience, I would 
find them where they lay afleep and hollow in their ear Revolution 
Revolution fhould refound through the palaces of Kings andthe 
devee-rooms of Minifters. Far from endeavouring to hide= 

“ This word of fear, 

“ Unpleafing to a royal ear,” 
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in the tawdry rags of fophiftry, I would prefent it to them in large 
and legible. characters, that he that runneth might read.— 
I would write it upon the wall at the feaft of Belfhazzar; I would 
force them to look up to it, like the “ bow in the cloud, as the 
token of a covenant for perpetual generations.” 

Before I conclude let me proteft againft being mifunderftoad. 
Iam no abettor of faction, You, Sir, cannot love peace, and 
order, and fubordination, and tranquillity more thanI do. Anarchy 
and confufion and civil difcord cannot be more your abhorrence 
than mine. I only infift that we have conftitutional rights and 
fundamental laws, all attacks upon which the nation has as much 
right to refift as every individual has to repel the force of ahigh- 
wayman ; refiftance is no more rebellion in one cafe than killing 
is murder in the other. Thefeare extreme cafes and require ex- 
treme remedies.—Why, Sir, do you call upon us to moot points 
on thefe delicate and dangerous topics? The very confideration of 
them is omenous ; it tends to fill the mind with vain fears and 
falfe alarms. God avert them from thefe kingdoms ! With very 
little reliance on human wifdom and virtue we may hope and truit 
that Government will ever be as backward to provoke violence 
as the people ought to be to recur to it. Noman in the world 
would hear what you fo emphatically term ‘ a call of the nation’”” 
with more dread and horror than I fhould do. But ftill I hope 
I fhould obey that call if the occafion really demanded it. Iam 
fare if I did not I muft for ever after live a coward in mine own 
efteem. 

I was born and nurtered in the old fafhioned defpifed principles 
of whiggifm, and in thefe principles I fhall certainly die. They 
are the prejudices of my infancy confirmed by the reafon of my 
riper age. One of the fundamental articles of the fymbol of po- 
litical faith ia which I received my firft rudiments of inttruction 
is, that the prefent royal family were called by the nation to the 
throne of thefe kingdoms to defend and fupport our religion, and 
liberties, and laws; that they have entered into a folemn contract 
to this effect, and receive the allegiance of the people upon thefe 
terms and thefe terms only. In the declaration of rights, the 
 people’”’ “ claim, demand, and infift upon” “ all and fingular the 
premifes as their undoubted rights and liberties.” In the bill of 
rights “all and fingular the rights and liberties aflerted and claimed 
in the faid declaration are recognized to be the true, antient, and 
indubitable rights of the people.” In the act of fettlement limite 


ing the crown tothe prefent royal family, they are declared to be 
2R2 “ the 
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“the birthright of the people of England.” ‘Thefe were the 
doétrines by which 1 was early taught +a loyal attachment to the 
illuftrious Houfe of Hanover. ‘Thefe were the doétrines of the 
Courts of George the Firft and George the Second. They were 
proud to be told that they reigned by the free choice of a free peo. 
ple. Hereditary right and unlimited fubmiffion were then the 
watch-words of faction and rebellion. Thefe, Sir, are the doc. 
trines for which I contend becaufe I believe them to be perfectly 
conftitutional. I gonofarther. I fufpect1 was tempted to.an- 
fwer your letter merely upon account of that paflage where you 
feem to-fay that the nation abdicated and renounced at the revo, 
lution the right of claiming, demanding, and infifting upon their 
undoubted rights and liberties, the birthright of the people of Eng. 
land, by any fature interruption of the fucceffion. 

I will now take my leave. It is high time to put an end to this 
defultory letter, already I fear much too long. I will finithas 
I began with the moft fincere affurances of refpect and efteem.— 
I think I have feen it fomewhere mentioned that you have been or 
are to be prefented with honorary degrees. in our univerfities; and 
that your work is admired and praifed by the higheft perfonages, 
I fincerely hope fomething more fobid will follow. Honours can- 
not be placed on a more deferving head, or truft committed into 
purer hands. I am perfuaded that there is not a man in the nation 
whofe elevation would be received with lefs envy or more univer. 
fal approbation. - To give a dignified repofe to the evening of a 
life like your’s would equally honour the receiving and the cone 
ferring haad. 

My clients have nothing of this fort to difpofe of ; they have 
nothing to give but barren applaufe ; and they commonly beftow 
that with fuch incapacity of judgment that a wife man wil not be 
much flattered with the acquifition. There is indeed another fort 
of applaufe of which I confefs myfelf more ambitious, an applaufe 
which the world can neither give nor take away, and which can- 
not be bought with ftarts of patriotifm or hypocritical grimace} 
an applaufe, Sir, of which I am perfuaded no man knows the value 
better than you do, and which will not fail to gild your fetting day 
with more cheering rays than ever emanated’ from the fmiles of 
Minifters or Kings, I mean the applaufe of our own confciences. 
Adieu then, good Sir—accept my fincere falutations, and the ree 
gard and confideration with which I am, &c. 

BROOK BOOTHBY. | 


Afbborne Hall, Deg. 27 1790s 
The 
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The affetting Hiftory of Monfieur and Madame Du F 


From “ Letters written in France in the Summer of 1790,” by 
Mifs Helen Maria Williams, who had a perfonal Knowledge of the 


unfortunate Sufferers. ] 


(Continued from Page 309.) 








ONS. and Madame du F were relieved from this ex- 
tremity of diftrefs at a moment fo critical, and by means 
fo unexpected, that it feemed the hand of Heaven vifibly inter- 
fing in behalf of opprefled virtue. Early in the morning of 
that fatal day when they were to leave their laft fad thelter, Monf. 
du F went out, and, inthe utmoft diftraction of mind, wan- 
dered through fome of the ftreets in the neighbourhood. He was 
ftopped by a gentleman whom he had known at Geneva, and who 
toldhim that he was then in fearch of his lodging, having a letter 
to deliver to him froma Genevois clergyman. Monf. du F 
opened the letter, in which he\was intormed by his friend, that, 
fearing he might be involved in difficulties, he had tranfmitted ten 
guineas to a banker in London, and intreated Monf. du F° 
would accept that fmall relief, which was all he could afford, as a 
teftimony of friendfhip. Monf. du F flew to the banker’s, 
received the money as the gift of Heaven, and then, haftening to 
his wife and child, bade them live a little longer. 

--A-fhort time after, he obtained a fituation, as French ufher, 
ata fchoo]l ; and Madame du F » when fhe had a little re- 
covered her itrengthy put out her infant to nurfe, and procured the 
place of French teacher at a boarding-fchool. ‘hey were now 
enabled to fupport their child, and to repay the generous affiftance 
of their kind friend at Geneva, At this period they heard of the 
death of their fon, whom they left at Caen, 

Monf. and Madame du F pafled two years in this fituation, 
when they were again plunged in the deepeft diftrefs. A French 
jeweller was commiffioned by the Baron du F » to gotohis 
fon, and propofe to him conditions of reconciliation. ‘This man. 
told. Monf, du F that his father was juft recovered froma 
fevere and dangerous illnefs, and that his eldeft daughter had lately 
died. Thefe things, he faid, had led him to reflect wit fome pain 
on the feverity he had exercifzd toward his fon ; that the feelings 
of a parent were awakened in his bofom; and that if Monf. du 
would thtow himfelf at his father’s feet, and afk forgive- 
nels, he would not fail to obtain it, and would be allowed a penfion, 
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on which he might live with his wife in England. In confirma- 
tion of thefe aflurances, this man produced feveral letters which 
he had received from the Baron to that effeét; who, as a farther 
proof of his fincerity, had given this agent 700l to put into the 
hands of Monf. du F » for the fupport of his wife and child 
during his abfence. The agent told him, that he had not been 
able to bring the money to England, but would immediately give 
Inm three draughts upon a merchant of reputation in London, 
with whom he had conneétions in bufinefs ; the firft draught 
payable in three months, the fecond in fix, and the third in nine, 

Monf. du F long deliberated upon thefe propofals. He 
knew too well the vindictive {fpirit of his father, not to feelfome 
dread of putting himfelf into his power. But his agent con- 
tinued to give him the moft folemn affurances of fafety; and 
Mont. du F thought it was not improbable that his fifter’s 
death might have foftened the mind of his father. He reflected 
that his marriage had difappointed thofe ambitious hopes .of a 
great alliance, which his father had fondly indulged, and to whom 
he owed at leaft the reparation of haftening to implore his forgive- 
nefs when he was willing to beftow it. What alfo weighed ftrongly 
on his mind was the confideration that the fum which his father 
had offered to depofit for the ufe of his wife, would, incafeany 
finifter accident fhould befal him, afford-a {mall provifion for her 
and his infant. 

The refult of thefe deliberations was, that Monf. duF— 
determined (and who can much blame his want of prudence /) 
he determined to confide in a father !—to truft in that inftindtive 
a'tection, which, far from being connected - with any peculiar fen- 
fibility of mind, it requires only to be a parent to feel—an affec- 
tion, which, not confined to the human heart, foftens the feroci~ 
oufnefs of the tyger, and fpeaks with a voice that is heard amidit 
the howlings of the defert. 

Monf, du F——, after the repeated promifes of his father, 











almoft confidered that fufpicion which ftill hung upon his mind, 


asa crime. -But, left it might be poffible that this agent was 
commiflioned to deceive him, he endeavoured to melt him into 
compaffion for his fituation. He went to the village wherchis. 
child was at nurfe, and, bringing her fix miles in his arms, pre= 
fented‘her to this man, telling him, that the fate of that poor ine 
fint refted upon his integrity. ‘The man took the innocent 
e-eatute in his arms, kifled her, and then, returning her to her 
father, renewed all his former aflurances. Monf, du F-—— 
liftened 
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liftened and believed. Alas! how difficult is it for a good heart 
to fufpect human nature of crimes which make one blufh for the 
fpecies ! How hard isit for a mind glowing with benevolence, 
to believe that the bofom of another harbours the malignity of a 
demon ! 

Monf, du F now fixed the time for his departure with his 
father’s agent, who was to accompany him to Normandy. Madame 
du F faw the preparations for his journey with anguith 
which fhe could ill conceal. But the felt that the delicacy of her 
fituation forbade her interference. It was fhe who had made him 
an alien from his family, andan exile from his country, It was 
for her, that, renouncing rank, fortune, friends, and conne<tions, 
all that is efteemed cz valuable in life, he had fuffered the laft 
extremity of want, and now fubmitted to a ftate of drudgery and 
dependence. Would he not have a right to reproach her weak- 
nefs, if fhe attempted to oppofe his reconciliation with his father, 
and exerted that influence which fhe pofleffed over his mind, in 
order to detain him ina fituation fo remote from his former ex- 
pectations ? She was, therefore, fenfible, that the duty, the grati- 
tude fhe owed her hufband, now required on her part the abfolute 
facrifice of her own feelings: She fuffered without complaint, 
and endeavoured to refign herfelf to the will of Heaven. 

The day before his departure, Monf, du F went to take 
leave of his little girl, At this momentadark and melancholy 
prefage feemed to agitate his mind. He preffed the child for a 
long while to his bofom, and bathed it with his tears. “The nurfe 
eagerly enquired what was the matter, and affured him that the 
child was perfeClly well. Monf. du F had no power to reply : 
He continued clafping his infant in his arms, and at length, tear- 
ing himfelf from her in filence, he rufhed out of the hoate. 

When the morning of his departure came, Madame du T° " 
addreffing herfelf to his fellow-traveller, faid to him, with a voice 
of fupplication, “ I entruft you, Sir, with my hufband, with the 
father of my poor infant, our fole protector and fuprort !—Have 
compaffion on the widow and the orphan!” The man, cafting 
upon her a gloomy look, gave hera cold anfwer, which made 
her foul fhrink within her. When Monf. du F got into 




















the Brighthelmf{tone ftage, he was unable to bid her farewell ; but 
when the carriage drove off, he put his head out of the window, 
and continued looking after her, while fhe fixed her eyes on him, 
and might have repeated withImogen, * 


I would 
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I would have broke mine eye-ftrings ; 

Crack’d them, but to look upon him; till the diminution 
Of {pace had pointed him fharp as my needle ; 

Nay, follow’d him, till he had melted from 

The {mallnefs of a gnat to air; and then— 

Then turn’d mine eye and wept ! 


When the carriage was out of fight, fhe fummoned all her ftrength, 
and walked with trembling fteps to the fchool where the lived'as 
a teacher. With much difficulty fhe reached the door ; but her 
limbs could fupport her no longer, and fhe fell down fenfelef at 
the threfhold. She was carried into the houfe, and reftored to life 
and the fenfations of mifery. : 

Monf. du F arrived at his father’s chateau in Normandy, 
in June 1778, and was received by Monf. le Baron, and all his 
family, with the moft affectionate cordiality. In much exulta- 
tion of mind, he difpatched a letter to Madame du F——, con- 
taining this agreeable intelligence; but his letter was far from 
producing in her mind the effect he defired.. A deep melancholy 
had feized her thoughts, and her foreboding heart refufed to 
fympathife in his joy. Short, indeed, was its duration. He had 
not been many days at the chateau, when he perceived, with far- 
prife and contternation, that his fteps were continually watched by 
two fervants armed with fufees. 

His father now fhewed him an arret, which, on the fourth of 
June, 1776, he had obtained from the Parliament of Rouen againt 
his marriage. The Baron then ordered his fon to accompany 
him to his houfe at Rouen, whither they went, attended by fe- 
veral fervants. That evening, when the attendants withdrew 
after fupper, the Baron, entirely throwing off the mafk of civility 
and kindnefs, which he had worn in fuch oppofition to his nature, 
reproached his fon, interms of the utmoft bitternefs, for his paft 
conduct, inveighed againft his marriage, and, after having éx- 
haufted every expreffion of rage and refentment, at length fuffered 
him to retire tohis own apartment. 

There the unhappy Monf, du F » abforbed in the mot 
gloomy reflections, lamented in vain that fatal credulity which had 
Jed him to put himfelf into the power of his implacable father 
At the hour of m‘gnight his meditations were interrupted by the 
found of feet approaching his chamber ; and ina few moments 
the door was thrown open, and his father, attended by a fervant ” 
armed, and two officers vf juftice, entered the room. — 
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and fupplication were alike unavailing. Monf. du F ’S pa- 
pers were feized ; a few louis d’ors, which conftituted all the mo- 
ney he poffefled, were taken from him ; and he was conducted, in 
the dead of night, July the 7th, 1778, to St. Yon, a convent ufed 
asa place of confinement near Rouen, wherc he was thrown into 
a dungeon. 

A week after, his father entered the dungeon. You will per- 
haps conclude that his hard heart felt at length the relentings of a 
parent. You will at leaft fuppofe, that his imagination being 
haunted, and his confcience tormented with the image of a fon 
ftretched on the floor of this fubterraneous cell, he could fupport 
the idea no longer, and had haftened to give repofe to his own mind 
by releafing his captive. Far different were the motives of his 
vifit. He confidered that fuch was his fon’s attachment to his 
wife, that, fo long as he believed he had left her in pofleffion of 
feven hundred pounds, he would find comfort from that confi- 
deration, even in the depth of hisdungeon. His father, therefore, 
haftened to remove an error from the mind of his fon, which left 
the meafure of his woes unfilled. Nor died he chufe to yield to 
another, the office of inflicting a pang fharper than captivity ; 
but he himfelf informed his fon, that the merchant, who was 
to pay the feven hundred pounds tohis wife, was declared a 
bankrupt. 

A fhort time after, the Baron du F commenced a fuit at 
law againft that agent of iniquity whom he had employed to de- 
ceive his fon, and who, practifing a refinement of treachery of 
which the Baron was not aware, had kept the feven hundred 
pounds, with which he was entrufted, and given draughts upon a 
merchant who he knew would fail before the time of payment. 
Not being able to profecute this affair without a power of attorney 
from his fon, the Baron applied to him for that purpofe. But 
Monf, du F » being firmly refolved not to deprive his wife of 
the chance of recovering the money for herfelf and her child, could 
by no intreaties or menaces beled tocomply. In vain his father, 
who had confented to allow him a few books, ordered him to be 
deprived of that refource, and that his confinement fhould be 
rendered ftill more rigorous ; he continued inflexible. 

Monf, du F remained in his prifon without meeting with 
the {malleft mark of fympathy from any one of his family, though 
his fecond brother, Monf. de B——, was now eighteen yéars of 
age; an age at which the fordid confiderations of intereft, how 
much foever they may affect our conduct at amore advanced 
Vou. XVII. 427. 28 ° period 
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period. of life, can feldom ftifle thofe warm and generous feelings 
which feem to belong to youth. It might have been expeéted 
that this young man would have abhorred the profpect of poffeff. 
ing afortune which was the juft inheritance of his brother, and 
which could only be obtained by detaining that brother in per. 
petual captivity. Even admitting that his inexorable father pio. 
hibited his vifiting the prifon of his brother, his heart fhould have 
told him, that difobedience, in this inftance, would have been vir. 
tue: Or, was, it not fufficient to remain a paflive fpeCtator of 
injuftice, without becoming, as he afterwards did, the agent of 
cruelty inflicted on a brother? 


(To be continued.) 








A Defeription of the dreadful Hurrwane at Jamaica in 
the Year 1780. 


[From Mr. Beckford’s Defcriptive Account of that Ifland.] 
ete deftructive hurricane began by gentle andalmoftim- 


perceptible degrees, between twelve and one o’clock, on the 
morn of the 3d of October, and in the year 1780. There fellat 
firft a trifling rain, which continued, without increafe, until ten 
o’clock, about which time the wind arofe, and the fea beganto 
roar in a moft tremendous and uncommon manner. As yet 
we had not any pre-fentiment of the diftrefs and danger which 
it was foon afterwards our unhappy fortune to encounter: 
And although, between two and three o’clock in the afternoon, 
we faw the fubordinate buildings begin to totter and fall around 
us, yet we did not think it neceflary to provide, at that time, 
for our prefent or future fafety. We now obferved, with fome emo- 
tion and concern, a poor pigeon endeavour, with fruitlefs ftrug- 
gle, to regain its neft ; it fluttered long in the air, and was fo weak- 
ened at laft, that it was driven away by the wind, and in almofta 
morinent was carried entirely out of fight. 

From the morning until four o’clock in the afternoon the wind 
continued to blow with increafing violence from the north and eaft; 
but from that time, having collected all its powers of devaftation, 
it rufhed with irrefiftible violence from the fouth; and in about an 
hour and an half after that period, fo general and perfevering were 
itsaccumulated effects, that it fcarcely left a plantain-tree, a cant, 
or a building, uninjured in the parifh, At about four — 
foun 
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found it impoffible to fecure the houfe againft the increafing im- 
petuofity of the wind, which began to difplace the fhingles, uplift 
‘the roof, to force the windows, and to gain an entrance on every 
fide; and its hatty deftruction but too fully proved how foon, and 
how univerlally, it fucceeded! We were now driven from the 
apartments above to take fhelter in the rooms below; but there 
we were followed by freth dangers and ftupified by frefh alarms. 
The demon of deftruction was wafted in the winds, and nota 
corner could efcape its malignant devaftatioa, While we were 
looking with apprehention and terror aro:..id us, the roof, rafters, 
plates, and walls, of fix ‘apartments tellin, and immediately above 
our heads ; and the horrid clafh of glafles, furniture, and floors, 
occafioned a noife and uproar that may be more eafily felt than 
the-weaknefs of my pen can poflibly detcribe. 

I will not attempt (indeed my abilities and language are unequal 
to the tafk) to awaken the fenfibility of others by dwelling upon 
private misfortunes, when the loiies of many are entitled to fu- 
perior regard: But egotifm may be furely allowed in a narrative 
of this kind, where general comparifons muff in fome meafure 
defcribe individual futtering, and where what ove has felt, has been 
the lot of numbers ; and where a perfon has identicaliy feen, and 
been involved in the fame dettruction, it is difficult to keep clear 
of expreffions that do not immediately apply to, and {peak the 
language of, felf. 

The fituation of the unhappy negroes who poured in upon us fo 
foon as their houfes were deltroyed, and whofe terrors feemed to 
have deprived them of fenfe and motion, not only very particu- 
larly augmented the confufion of the time, but very contiderably 
added; by their whifpers and diftrefs, to the tccae of general ful- 
pence, and the fluctuations of hope and alarm. Some lamented 
by anticipation, the lofs of their wives and children, of which 
their fears had deprived them; while others regretted the downe 
fall of their houfes, of which they had fo lately been the unfor- 
tunate {pectators, 

It will be difficult to conceive a fituation more terrible than 
what my houfe afforded from four o’clock in the afternoon until 
fix o’clock the enfuing morning. Driven, as we were, from room 
to room, while the roofs, the floors, and the walis, were tumbling 
over head, or falling around us ; the wind blowing witha noile 
and violence that cannot even now be reflected upon without 
alarm; the rain pouring down in torrents, and the night which 
leemed to fall, as it were, in a moment uncemmonly dark, and the 
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gloom of which we had nota fingle ray to enliven, and the length 
of which we had not either fpirits or refolution, by converfation, 
to cheer! The negro huts, as I before obferved, were at this 
time deftroyed, and the miferable fufferers rufhed into the houfe, 
and began fuch complaints and lamentations, as added very cone 
fiderably to the difcomforts, and much increafed the almoft before 
unfpeakable diftreffes, of the fcene. One poor woman in par- 
ticular (if real philanthropy.would not difdain to makea difcri. 
mination of colour) was, in a very particular and fenfible man- 
ner, entitled topity.. Her child, and that a favourite, was nearly 
buried in the ruins of her houfe that fell around her ; fhe fnatched 
it, with al] the inconfiderate impatience of maternal fondnef, 
from the expectations of a fudden fate; fhe ftrained it to her arms 
in fimple love and unaffifted protection, and flew to depofit her 
tender burthen in the retreat of diftant fafety: She flew in vain; 
the tempeft reached her, and fwept the child, unconfcious of dan- 
ger, from her folding arms, and dafhed her hopes and comforts to 
the ground. She recovered, and to her bofom reftored the plea- 
fing charge; fhe endeavoured to foothe it with her voice, but it 
was filent; fhe feltit, and fhe found it cold; fhe fcreamed, the 
lamented, and fhe curfed; nor could our fympathy confole her 
forrows, our remonftrances reftrain her violence, nor our autho- 
rity fupprefs her execrations. She felt like a mother, although 
an apathift might fay fhe did not feel like a Chriftian, Whata 
cold and illiberal diftinétion ! Give a negro religion, and eftablith 


him in either the principles of obedience, or the knowledge of , 


endurance, and he will not difgrace that tenet which fhall bere- 
commended by practice. Her lamentations were natural, and of 
confequence affecting, and gave additional defpondency to a night 
that was glready too miferable to bear an augmentation of forrow. 

The darknefs of the night, the howling of the winds, the growl- 
ing of the thunder, and the partial flathes of the lightning that 
darted through the murky cloud, which fumetimes burt forth with 
a plenitude of light, and at others hardly gave fufficient Jumi- 
nation to brighten the terrified afpect of the negroes, that, with 
cold and fear, were trembling around; the cries of the children 
who were expofed to the weather, and who (poor innocents !) 
had loft their mothers in the darknefs and confulion of the night; 
andthe great uncertainty of general and private fituation com- 
bined ; could not fail to firike the foul with as deep as it wasan 
unaccuftomed horror. In the midft of danger, in the awful mo- 
ments of fufpence, and when almoft funk by defpair, we prayed 
for 
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for more frequent lightning to gild the walls, for more heavy 
thunder to out-roar the blaft, in tue philofophic confolation that 
they might purge the atmofphere, and difperfe the ftorm; but, 


-alas! they were but feldom feen, or feebly heard, as if afraid 


of combining the influence of light with the deftruction of found, 
and of raifing upon the ground of terror the fuperitructure of 
defpair ! 

When the night was paft, and our minds hung fufpended be- 
tween the danger we had efcaped, and the anticipation of what we 
might expect to enfue; when the dawa appeared, as if unwilling 
to difciofe the devaftation that the night had caufed ; when the 
fun-beams peeped above the hills, and illuminated the fcene 
around—juft God! what a contraft was there exhibited between 
that morning and the day before ! a day which feemed to fmile 
upon nature, and to take delight in the profpects of plenty that 


-waved around, and which produced, wherever the eye could gaze, 


the charms of cultivation, and the promife of abundance ; but 


‘which fallacious appearances,alas |! were to be at once annihilated 


by that extenfive and melancholy view of defolation and defpair, 
in which the expectations of the moderate, and the wifhes of the 
fanguine, were to be fo foon ingulphed. The horrors of the day 
were much augmented by the melancholy exclamation of every 
voice, and the energetic expreflion of every hand; fome of which 
were uplifted in acts of execration; ‘ome wiped the tears that 
were flowing from the eye; while fome, confidering from whence 
the vifitation came, were feen to ftrike their breafts, as if to chide 
the groans which it was impoilible to reftrain. An uncommon 
filence reigned around ; it was the paufe of confternation ; it was 
adumb oratory, that faid more, much more, than any tongue 
could utter. “The firft founds proceeded from the mouths of the 
moft patient of nature’s creatures—from the melancholy cow 
that had loft its calf, and with frequent lowings invited its return ; 
from the mother ewes, that with frequent bleatings recalled their 
lambs, which were frifking out of iizht, unconfcious of danger, 
and unmindful of food ; and whica folemn and pathetic invita- 
tions, after fucha night, the contemplation of fuch a fcene, and 
the difpofition of the mind to receive pathetic impreffions, came 
home with full effeét to thofe who had fuffered, but who withed 
not tocamplain ! If the diftreties of the feathered tribe be taken into 
this defcription, their natural timidity, their uncertainty of food, 
of fhelter, and domeftic protection, ve duly confidered ; trifling 
as thefe obfervatious may appear, they certainly help to {well the 
catalogue 
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catalogue of diftrefs, to awaken the figh of fenfibility, and to 
teach us that their exiftence and their end are in the liands of the 
fame Creator. 
The morning of the 4th of Oétober prefented us with a pro. 
fpect dreary beyond defcription, and almoft melancholy beyond 
example; and deformed with fuch blafted figns of nakednefs and 
ruin, as calamity, in its moft awful and deftructive moments, has 
teldom offered to the defponding obfervations of mankind, The 
face of the country feemed to be entirely changed: The vallies 
and the plains, the mountains and the forefts, that were only the 
day before moit beautifully clothed with every verdure, were now 
defpoiled of every charm ; and to an expected abundance and 
fuperfluity of gain, in afew hours fucceeded fterility and want; 
and every profpect, as far asthe eye could ftretch, was vifibly 
itricken blank with defolation and with horror. ‘The powers of 
vegetation appeared to be at once fufpended, and inftead of na 
ture and her works, the mind was petrified by the feemingap. 
proach of fateand chaos. The country looked as if it had lately 
been vilited by fire and the {word ; as if the tornado had rifled 
Africa of its fands, to depofit their contents upon the denuded | 
bofom of the hills: As if A®tna had fcorched the mountains, and 
a volcano had taken pofiefiion of every height. ‘The trees were 
uprooted, the dwellings deitroyed ; and, in fome places, nota 
fione was leftto indicate the ufeto which it was once applied, 
‘Thote who had houies, could hardly diftinguifh their ruins; and 
the proprietors knew not where to fix tie iituation of his former 
poilediions. The very beafts of all defcriptions were confcious 
of the calamity; the birds, particularly the. domeitic pigeons, 
were molt of them deitroyed; and the fifh were driven from 
thofe rivers, and thofe feas, ‘of which they had before been the 
peaceful inhabitants. New ftreams arofe, and extenfive lakes 
were {pread, where rills were fcarcely feen to trickle before; and 
ferry boats were obliged to ply where carriages were ufed to travel 
with fafety and convenience. ‘The roads were for a long time 
inpafible among the mountains; the low lands were overflowed, 
and numbers of cattle were carricd away by the depth and impe 
tuofity of the torrents; while the boundaries of the different plan- 
tations were funk bencath the accumulated preffure of the inun- 


tion 


da 

To give you at once a more general idea of this tremendous 
hurricane, I fhall obferve, that not a fingle houfe was left unda- 
maged in the pariih; mot a fingle fet of works, trafh-houte, of 
other 
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other fubordinate building, that was not greatly injured, or entirely 
deftroyed. Nota fingle wharf, ftorehoule, or fied, for the depofit 
of goods, was left ftanding ; they were all {wept away at once by 
the billows of the fea, and hardly left behind the traces of their 
foundations. ‘The negro houfes were, and I believe without a 
fingle exception, univerfally blown down : and this reflection opens 
alarge field for the philanthropift, whofe feclings will pity, at leaft, 
thofe miferies which he would have been happy to have had the 
power to relieve. Hardly a tree, a fhrub, a vegetable, or a blade 
of grafs an inch long, was to be feen ftanding up and uninjured 
the enfuing morning ; nay, the very bark was whipt from the log- 
wood-hedges, as they lay upon the ground ; and the whole profpect 
had the appearance of a defert, over which the burning winds of, 
Africahad lately paft. 

At Savanna-la-Mar there was not even a veftige of a town (the 
parts only of two or three houfes having in partial ruin remained, 
as if to indicate the fituation and extent of the calamity): the very 
materials of which it had been compofed had been carried away 
by the refiftlefs fury of the waves, which finally completed what 
the wind began. A very great proportion of the poor inhabitants 
were-crufhed to death, or drowned ; and, in one houfe alone, it 
was computed that 40 out of 41 fouls, unhappily and prematurely 
perifhed. ‘The fea drove with progreffive violence for more than 
a mile into the country, and carried terror, as it left deftruction, 
wherever it pafled. “wo large fhips and a fchooner were at an- 
chor inthe bay, but were driven a confiderable diftance from the 
fhore, and totally wrecked among the mango-trees upon land, 

Were I to dwell upon the numberlefs fingularities of accidents 
that this dreadful ftorm occafioned, both among the mountains and 
on the plains‘over which it pafled ; were I to mention its particu- 
larities and caprices, and the variety of contingencies which feemed 
impoffible to happen, which imagination might trifle with, buc 
which reafon would fearcely believe; in fhort, were I to mention 
what I myfelf faw, and what numbers could witnefs ; I fhould be 
afraid to offer them to the {erious regard of my readers, in the 
dread that 1 might be thought to infult their underftandings, and 
to advance as fiction what it would be difficult indeed to credit as 
truth, 

The diftreffes of the miferable inhabitants of Savanna-la-Mar 
during the period, and for a long time after the ceflation of the 
ftorm, muft have exceeded the moft nervous, as they would have 
furpafled the moft melancholy, powers of defcription. “hey were 
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fuch as ought to have affected (if public loffes and private fuffer. 
ings can ever affect the ftony bofoms of the rapacious, and the 
icy bowels of the interefted), they were fuch, I fay, as would 
almoft have melted the unfeeling, and have foftened the obdurate: 
but, alas! they could not, in too many inftances, divert the rigid 
purpofe, and withhold the rigorous hand of the man of bufinefs, 
Thofe who the day before were poflefled not only of every do. 
meftic comfort, but of every reafonable luxury of life, were now 
obliged to feek for fhelter upon a board; and were expofed, in 
ficknefs and affliction, unfheltered and unprovided, to the noify in- 
trufions of the wind and the cold, and the frequent vifitations of 
the fhower. : 





Extratls from the Secret Memoirs of Robert, Count de Pa. 
rades, written by Himfelf, on coming out of the Baftile, 
Serving to fupply fome important Fads for the Hiftory o 
the late War; and containing an Account of his Tranj- 
aétions, as a Spy in England, with the real Caufes of the 
Failure of the ever memorable Expedition againft Ply. 
mouth, in 1779. 


( Continued from Page 301.) 


ON to contrary winds and a calm, and in confequence of 
expecting a fupply of provifions from Breft, the fleetre- 
mained for a week within fight of land to the leeward of Ufhant. 

The victualling fhips were ready at Breft, as the Minifter had 
ordered ; but the calm, or fome other reafon which I am unac- 
quainted with, prevented them from going out. 

As I thought it would be expedient to make an equal diftri- 
bution of provifions and water, I took the liberty to propofe it; 
but was anfwefed this would be contrary to cuftom. Accordingly 
no flich diftribution was made all the time the fleet lay to, or were 
becalmed ; but they were afterwards obliged to have recourfe to 
it at a time when the fea was very rough, and when they fhould 
bave been otherwife employed. 

I reprefented to the Admiral that it would be better to double 


‘Uthant, and wait for the vi€tuallers at the mouth of the Channel, 


2s by this means we could eafily intercept a rich ficet of Englith 
merchantmen, of whofe arrival I had received advice. But this 
propofal 



































te fuffer. 
) and the 
iS. would 
bdurate : 
the rigid 
bufinefs, 
ery du. 
ere now 
rofed, in 
oily in- 
ations of 


ee 


de Pa. 
Baftile, 
Rory 
Tranj. 
of the 
fi Ply. 


ence of 
leet re- 
Jthant. 
er had 
 unace 


diftri- 
ofe it; 
rdingly 
ir were 
irfe to 
fhould 


louble 
annel, 
nglith 
it this 
ofal 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 387 


propofal was adopted too late, in confequence of the hourly expec 
tation of the victuallers, and in the end was badly executed. 

This fleet, which was coming from America, entered the Chan 
nel on the morning of the 13th, convoyed by a few frigates, anda 
fingle fhip of theline. If we had doubled Ufhaiit a day fooner, 
Iam convinced they would have been taken. 

On the 14th, we at laft quitted fight of land, and fteered for 
the Channel, with a weft fouth weft wind ; having previoufly fent 
word to Breit, for the victuallers to join us at the Lizard-point, 
where we were going. ‘This day at noon, as we were failing in 
three divifions to the north north eaft, our van made fignals of 
having difcovered feveral of the enemy’s fhips, amongft which we 
clearly perceived one of 80 guns, from the Bretagne; accordingly 
the fignal for purfuit was thrown out to the chafing fhips, and to 
fome of thofe in the line, and the whole fleet continued its courfe 
tillnight, but fet little fail; the chafing veflels were called back in 
the evening. 

1 obferved to the Admiral, that the fhips which we had feen, 
were probably the rear guard, or a divifion of the Englifh fleet, 
which I knew had orders to keep in this latitude; and could not 
help expreffing my furprife that the chafing fhips had been called 
in, and that the whole fleet had not joined in the purfuit: I was 
anfwered that they had indeed difcovered fix Englifh men of war; 
which they might eafily take on their return ; but that they were 
convinced that the greateft part of the Englifh fleet was not at fea, 
but had put back into port, as foon as they heard of the approach 
of the combined fleet. In confirmation of this opinion they had 
drawn different plans of Spithead, where they had reprefented the 
fleet as being placed in the form of a horfe-fhoe, a fquare, and 
other pofitions, which fecured them from attack. In confequence 
of fuch falfe reports, our fleet was induced to give up the purfuit. 

Thefe fhips were in reality the rear guard of the Englith fqua- 
dron, whofe main body was fome leagues to the weft. It is there- 
fore probable that if we had continued to chafe them, with our 
whole fleet, we fhould have come upto them in three or four ars, 
as we had the wind in our favour; or at leaft we fhould have Be? 
tisfied ourfelves that the enemy was out at fea. 

I ftill perfifted however to remark that it was much more pro- 
bable that the Englifh fleet would keep at fea; than remain at 
Spithead, where they might be bombarded from the Ifle of Wight, 
which, as it was in a defencelefs ftate, we might eafily take pof- 


feffion of. But inftead of attending to my arguments, all the of- 
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ficers, excepting the Admiral, were of opinion that it would be 
better to tack to the eaft, and proceed into the Channel for the 
purpofe of examining the enemy’s motions. This meafure 
however was not long perfifted in, for thofe very officers who had 
advifed it, defired to leave the Channel under different pretences, 

This being the cafe, I ftated that as the victuallers, which were 
the only refource and hopes of our fleet, had been ordered to come 
to the Lizard-point, without any other inftructions, they would 
be liable to be taken by the enemy, who were behind us. That 
even fuppofing they fhould get there fafe, they would not know 
where to find our fleet ; that they might, through miftake, join 
the Englifh fquadron, if they met it, and that it was therefore pro. 
per to difpatch a frigate to inform them of the courfe we were 
fteering, and of the danger they would run; unlefs indeed we left 
fix men of war to wait for, and protect them, and to watch at the 
fame time the enemy’s motions. 

[ Thefe victuallers left Breft the day after we failed, and attempted 
to come to the Lizard-point, agreeably to orders ; but they fellin 
with the Englith fleet, which chafed them for 24 hours: luckily 
however, they got back to Breft, without lofing a fingle veffel ; and 
thought it prudent not to go out again, as they did not know where 
to meet with our ficet.] . 

I was anfwered that there were not frigates enough to fend off 
at every moment*, that a fleet at fea fhould never be divided+ ; and 
that the fix Englifh men of war whichhad been feen, would be gone 
quite of the coaft. This laft obfervation made one of them 
{ufpect that thofe fix fhips had come there for the purpofe of di- 
verting the combined fleet, and drawing it away from the Channel 
into the open fea. This opinion was univerfally received, and 
from being at firft a mere conjcéture, it was afterwards looked 
upon as a certainty. ‘They wondered it had never before oc- 
curred to them that fuch a ftratagem was poffible ; though 
i was perfyaded that nothing of the kind was intended, for the 
encmy ran lefs_ rifk by watching us, with all their forces united, 
than with a ‘tingle divifion ; which however they would not 
admit. 

On 


* No ficet had ever fo many frigates to attend it, for they amounted 
to 25. 
+ ‘They had juft admitted the realityof.a divifion of the Englih 
fleet, and yet immediately. afterwards faid.that the meafure was im- 
practicable, and contrary to the rules of war. 
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On the 15th, at feveno’clock in the morning, as we were ftcer- 
ing to the north with the wind in the weit, we difcovered land, 
and therefore tacked about and fteered into the Channel in fight 
of the enemy’s coaft, bearing down to the eaft-north-eaft. 

The Admiral began now to inquire for the pilots with which 
I was to provide the combined fleet ; I told him that after they 
had remained at fea for fix weeks, in fight of Ufhant, they were 
obliged to put back to Plymouth, from whence they would come 
andjoin us whenever fent for, I then put into his hands an exact 
defcription of this port, which had been fold to France, and of 
which we could take poileffion without ftriking a blow. In the 
mean time I propofed to get on beard fome of the Englith fifher- 
men, who being well acquainted with the coaft, would, on being 
fufficiently paid act as pilots to the fleet, As the Admiral told 
me he ne ute little money about him, I offered him 2000 louis 
d’ors, which I had taken with me to pay the Englifh pilots. He 
agreed to make ufe of them if there fhould be occafion, and faid 
that my plan fhould be farther examined when we came nearer 
that port. 

On the 16th, having the wind in the north-eaft, and fteering 
eaft fouth-eaft, at noon we came within fight of the Sound, arid 
anchored at the diftance of four leagues from Plymouth, It was 
now deliberated whether we fhould proceed any farther, or whether, 
confidering the wretched fituation of the French thips, it would 
not be more prudent to return to Breft, unlefs we fhould chance 
tofall in with the victuallers. 

[But we had left them behind, without leaving orders where 
they were tofind us. In anfwer to this, it was faid, that we might 
receive fome fupply of provifions from St. Malo or Havre ; but 
was it likely they fhould be better acquainted in thofe ports with 
the diftreffed fituation of the combined fleet, than at Breft ? 

The officers plainly fhewed, by their whole conduct, that they 
had perfuaded Count d’Orvilliers to proceedas he haddone, leaving 
the victuallers behind, expofed to the enemy, only for the fake of 
returning to Breft, under the pretence of a want of provifions, 
and fo ending the feafon. } 

I reprefented to the Admiral, that if he returned back at a time 
when he had it in his power to take Plymouth, he would certainly 
becenfured by the Court, who would never believe that the diffi- 
culties were {o great as the officers had ftated; that he had drawn 
upon himfelf the attention of all Europe, and that his country cr + 
pected great things from him; and that if he gave up the invafion, 
aT 2 and 
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and returned to Breft, he would run the rifk of being ftripped of 
the laurels he had gained in the courfe of 60 years fervice. He 
anfwered, by complaining, that in fpite of his remonftrances to 
the contrary, he had been compelled to fail from Brett and pro. 
ceed to Spain before the fleet had taken in a proper quantity of 
provifions; and that on his return, when his ftores were almoft 
exhaufted, his men fick, inftead of being relieved by the expeéted 
fupplies, he was obliged to proceed into the Channel without bein 
able toact. Gillard* and Du Pavillont, faid he, will inform you 
more particularly of our diftreffed fituation. Upon applying to 
M. de Gillard, he told me that they were really reduced to diftrefs, 
by a total want of provifions and water, and by the lofs of men, 
which increafed every day. 


* Captain and purfer of the Admiral’s fhip, who conftantly took 
care to make the Admiral believe, that the fleet would be ftarved to 
death, if they did not put back into harbour. 

+ A diftinguifhed officer in the fleet, who had great knowledge of 
tacticks, and was perfectly acquainted with the management of fignals, 


, (To be continued.) 





Anfwer, by W. Upjohn, to F. K. C.’s Rebus, inferted Dec. 20, 


HEN from the weft black clouds arife, 
And fpread throughout the lofty fkies, 
The RAINBOW doth its beauty fhew, 
Which far exceeds the painted beau. 

*{* Wehave received thelike anfwer from T. Giles, Bridg- 
water; S. Major, Colyton; J. Ifaac, Crediton; J. Yabbicom, 
‘T. Hannaford, Solon, Linus, W. D. and T, Daw, ‘Totnes; Phi- 
lomytticus, Lifkeard; J. Collins, Uffculm; J. Tucker, Penryn; 
Furze Stub, Long Moor ; G, Stephens, St. Hillary ; S. Hilland 
G. Webb, Dawlifh; Amie Templeman, of Blackdown School; 
R. Gilbert, Crediton ; T. Gill, Stythians ; R. Eales, Lifkeard; 
G. Hix, Weiton Zoyland; and W, Davies, of Gluvias. 





_ 


4 QUESTION, by Fidelio, of Bath. 


1% a right angled triangle there is given the diameter of the ins 
{cribed circle =8.75, and if the ium of the hypothenufe and 
one leg be divided by their difference, the quoticnt will be the 
remaining leg. Required the fides. 
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BRITISH HONOUR, A POEM. 


Occafioned by a Vidtory obtained in the Bay of Cadiz, by Captain 


Harman, in an Englifh Ship of War, over a Dutch Captain whe 
challenged him. Tranflated from the Mufx Anglicanz. 
[Communicated by Bibolioim, of Plymouth. ] 


HERE Neptune, firft by Europe’s weftern fhore, 
Hears far repuls’d his waves Atlantic roar, 

A harbour lies, well known to antient fame, 
Gades of old—nor chang’d its later name 5 
A mart in every age for traffick known, 
Nor lefs acknowledg’d now its fair renown. 

Hither it chane’d, whenexil’d Charles reftor’d 
The fceptre rul’d—Britannia’s rightful lord ! 
And Belgia of her wealth too proudly vain, 
Dar’d to conteft the empire of the main ; 
Came an arm’d Belgian hip, to fearch the bay, 
Intent to find his conforts loft at fea, 
Well pleas’d, each other hail their mutual friends, 
And loud to Heav’n their joyful voice afcends. 
Here too a Britifh veffel arm’d for war 
Put in, her ftorm-felt danger to repair 5 Sikw 
Harman its chief; afoul of gallant mould, +. 
Such as fill’d Britain’s fons in days of old, 
Minds that thro’ dangers fought enduring fame, 
And thought e’en death a lefs difgrace than fhame. 
Unmov’d, he fees the foe ext:nded round, 
Yet ftems the tide, and anchors in the found. 
While mad with rage the num’rous Belgians {py 
A fingle enemy they {corn to Ay, 
And did not hofpitable rights with{tand, 
Had doom’d her capture ere fhe reach’d the land. 


Pleas’d 
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Pleas’d at the fight, with a malicious joy, 
Th’ Iberian fmil’d, well practis’d to dettroy ; 
In fhew a friend, he plies his wary art, 
And prompts to war the dull Batavian’s heart. 
At early dawn, invited by the gale, 
The bufy Belgians fpread the fwelling fail ; 
With fcurril taunts the Englifh chief deride, 
Andall the infolence of upftart pride ; 
Silent, the fcoff the Britifh hero hears, 
But in his heart the deep refentment bears. 
Nor fail th’ Iberians, as the fhore they throng, 
‘To load the infult with invectives ftrong, 
‘To urge on either fide th’ impending fate, 
And drive to ruin thofe alike they hate. 
Determin’d death or victory to find, 
Harman his country’s glory calls to mind ; 
Reflects on Effingham, the ocean’s dread, 
How Blake oft conquer’d, and how Sandwich bled ! 
Firm on the deck, with temperate eye he ftands,. 
And calmly iflues forth his wife commands ; 
His wife commands the failors glad obey, 
And quick unmoor’d the veflel puts to fea ! 
High o’er the maft the adverfe flags depend, 
Unnumber’d hands the fhifting fails attend ; 
Others with death the murd’rous guns fupply, 
And the mixt tumult fpeaks the tempeft nigh. 
In men fuperior, to conceal’d fupplies 
The Belgian trufts, nor on his force relies ; 
Behind the cape prepar’d three vefflels. wait 
Ready to join him in the hour of fate ; 
‘Thus fafe in thought he drinks the brandy cup, 
And gives his men to fwill the hogfhead up ; 
Plac’d on the deck the darling cordial ftands, 
Soon circled joyful thro’ uplifted hands ! 
Already each his dear revenge enjoys, 
‘Tumultuous fhouts of rage afcend the fkies ! 
Socheer’d of old the Thracians lov’d to fight, 
For drunken quarrels were their fole delight ! 
But calmly mild, and with a different care, 
The Britith leader eyes the gath’ring war; 
He calls his chearful failors on the deck, 
And words like thefe his fentiments befpeak : wi 
: cc us 
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« This day is giv’n your honour to maintain, 

«“ And prove your country’s empire on the main ; 
«“ Yes, the rath foehis infolence fhall weep, 

«© Who dar’d to roufe the mafters of the deep; 

« Long honour’d I the Englifh crofs have bore, 
« Always refpected—never brav’d before ; 

«© Let England’s name your valour now awake, 
“ To die like Greenville, or to live like Drake, 
« Beneath whofe arms now witnefs to your deed, 
« Tberia humbled learn’d fubmifs to plead. 

« Nor needs debate—for me I chufe to die 

« Ere Belgia’s naval force fhould make me fly! 
“ Ocean fhall yield an honourable grave, 

« Or waft us victors on his fubjec& wave ! 

He ceas’d—his failors feel a confcious joy, 

And with one acclamation make reply. 

Th’ Iberian now who faw his arts fucceed, 
Sure, whichfoe’r o’ercomea foe would bleed, 
Commands the hoftile fhips to quit the road, 
Nor violate the neutral port with blood. 

While crouding thick along the circling fhore, 
On every fide the wand’ring natives pour, 

Of every rank, and age, and fex combin’d, 
And leave unpeopl’d villages behind ; 

Lefs throng’d of old the Circus’ ample womb, 
That in its compafs held the half of Rome. 
Intent they view the threat’ning Belgians fail, 
And windward ply before the ftifPning gale, 
While their loud trumpets, with a martial ftrain, 
Befpeak a triumph—not fo cheap to gain; 

Not far aftern the Englith veffel glides, 

With filent courfe and iteady cuts the tide, 
While fome deridé her fate, and others mourn, 
She keeps her way, regardlefs of their fcorn. 

And now the wakening war begins to rife, 
Drums beat, and the loud trumpet fhrill replies ; 
Acrofs the bay diffus’d from fhore to fhore, 

In diftant peals the Belgian cannon roar. 
In vain their balls are aim’d, the ocean’s fport, 
And all the malice of the war falls fhort. 
While the weak vulgar, with ill-judging pride, 
The patience of the Britith chief deride ; 
Yet 
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Yet wonder to behold him keep his courfe, 

And gain ftill nearer on the adverfe force; 

As when collected ’gainft the foreft boar 

The mattiffs ftaud aloof, and threat’ning roar ; 
Th’ indignant warrior eyes them gather’d round, 
And fixes where to print the deadly wound : 

So refolute, brave Harman ftill kept on, 
Supprefs’d his anger—nor yet fir’d agun; ° 

Nor felt the Belgian Admiral his rage, 

*Till arm to arm they grappled to engage ; 
Then firft his loud-mouth’d cannon fhook the fky, 
Nor pour’d in vain their purpofe to deftroy ; 
Thro’ the firm planks the vengeful torrent broke, 
And death defcended veil’d in fire and fmoke. 
Then drew the Englith chief his glitt’ring fword, 
Undaunted firft the furious foe to board ; 

His men immediate follow at his call, 

And heaps on heaps the flaughtered Belgians fall. 
Nor Englith valour long difputes the field; 
Submifs the Belgians ftrike the flag and yield ; 
Not more rejoic’d to conquer than forgive, 

The gallant Harman bids the vanquifh’d live. 
While aw’d and trembling at the daring fight, 
The Belgian fleet crowd all their fails for flight, 
And muting on the unexpected fcene, 

Already difappear, and tempt the main ! 

Now from the fhore the fhouts exulting rife, 
(For much th’ Iberians deeds heroic prize) 
While Harman now victorious o’er the foes, 
Clofe at his ftern the captive Belgian tows ; 

No more on high the Belgic enfigns glare, 
The Britith crofs triumphant waves in air ; 
That guardian flag, by ruling Jove defign’d, 
Tyrants to curb, and {uccour human kind ; 
Peace to reftore, and freedom to maintain, 

And fhew the world that Britain rules the main. 











EPITAPH ON A VIOLENT SCOLD. 
ENEATH this ftone, a lumpof clay, 


Lics Arabella Young, 
Who on the twenty-fourth of May, 
Began to hold her tongue, 
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